
 
FAQs 

Project Leads 

• VOLCANO leads – Phoebe Cope (CST, Evelina), Sajeed Ali (ST4, Evelina) 
• Consultant lead - Saravanakunmar Paramalingam 

 

Who can participate as a data collector? 

• Any doctor or medical student involved in the surgical care of adolescent 
patients 

• Each site can have a maximum of 3 data collectors 
 

How do I register to participate in the study? 

• Please contact your centre’s audit department to register this national service 
evaluation study 

• A registration letter of support has been provided to assist in local audit 
registration 

• Once local site approval has been secured, please complete the ‘Survey of 
Participating Centres’ document to register your centres participation in the 
study 
 

When can I start collecting data? 

• Once local centre approval has been approved, and you have completed the 
‘Survey of Participating Centres’ document you can start collecting data 
 

Which patients should be included? 

• All adolescent patients (age 10 to 19 years) who underwent inguinal hernia repair 
between 1st August 2019 and 1st August 2024 should be included 
 

Collaborative recognition 

• All data collectors who contribute to a complete data set for their site will receive 
collaborative authorship 



 
 

Data Security 

• Data collected will be non-identifiable data. Each site will be allocated a number 
sequence at the time of recruitment. No data sharing agreement is necessary as 
this is not research as per the HRA guidance (https://www.hra-
decisiontools.org.uk/research/) 

• Analysis will not identify individual patients or centres 
• There is no need to involve the Caldicott guardian given the use of anonymous 

data 
 

Can I present my centres data locally? 

• Yes you can present your data locally  
 

Where can I find study updates? 

• Study updates will be communicated via email and PSTRN communications 
 

When will the results be published? 

• The project leads will collate and analyse the data after all participating centres 
have completed their data collection 

• Updates on project progress and publication plans will be shared with all 
collaborators  
 

Contact and support 

• If you have any questions please contact Sajeed via sajeed.ali4@nhs.net or 
Phoebe via phoebe.cope@nhs.net  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hra-decisiontools.org.uk%2Fresearch%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ci.seago%40nhs.net%7C6c63760fae674a491d9c08dcfdb4bd2b%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638664199979177032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H0lHBEBDCrfqQQzkdvm%2BkT2Ps95pbuL0oK5me8zx18E%3D&reserved=0
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